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to take a broader view of these aspects in the light of contemporary medical
history.
In this work of fiction Laurence Sterne has given us a relatively clear picture
of the obstetrical customs of his time. "Tristram Shandy" was published in 1759
and during the previous twenty years a gradual revolution had been occurring in
obstetric practice. Prior to the advent of the Chamberlens and Smellie, and, indeed,
during their reign, midwifery had been in the hands of uneducated midwives. The
invention of the obstetric forceps and the teaching of Smellie resulted in a slow
and gradual change, which was not secured without one of the fiercest discussions
that ever took place in medicine. Sterne, in "Tristram Shandy," brought this
discussion to the knowledge of the general public of his day and, to a certain
extent, threw a beam of light on the prevailing iniquities of both sides taking part
in the debate.
He revealed, perhaps unconsciously, the great dangers to which the expectant
and parturient woman of his day was exposed. Admittedly, he has done so in an
exasperating and irreverent fashion, and, in doing so, he reveals the latitude
permitted by the authorities of the Church of England of that period. It is hard
to tell if Sterne was trying to be the Dickens of his generation by exposing these
prevalent evils.
One is inclined to think that his exposure was unwitting and only resulted from
his spiteful caricature of Dr. Burton. If this is so, then at least one can say "out
of evil came good."
I wish to acknowledge with thanks my indebtedness to Professor Miles H.
Phillips, Laugharne, Emeritus Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, University
of Sheffield, for reading the paper and for his helpful criticism.
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REVIEW
HANDBOOK OF ENCEPHALOGRAPHY. By Robert S. Ogilvie. Addison-
Wesley Press Inc., Cambridge 42, Mass.
THIS is a very good little book, of some 129 pages, for anyone interested in this comparatively
new subject. The author was technician to Dr. and Mrs. F. A. Gibbs and is thus well equipped
to pass on valuable experience. After a brief history of the subject, the author describes the
setting up of a laboratory and follows the various steps to the interpretation of the tracing. The
book will be particularly interesting to people with a basic knowledge of modern electricity
and who wish to take up this fascinating branch. It will also be useful to medical men who do
niot require too technical a knowledge of the subject. T'he book is essentially American and no
British workers are mentioned in the bibliography. 'l'he list of manufacturers of the electro-
encephalograph apparatus is useless over here. H. H. S.
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